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Feb. 4: In Washington, President Ronald Venetiaan of Suriname condemned the attempted coup
and called for a coordinated effort to prevent coups against elected governments. According to
Venetiaan, "These days you can't hijack a plane and feel that you will be safe or protected in other
countries. Why can you try to overthrow a democracy today..., and there is no framework...to bring
you to any court?" The Surinamese military numbers about 4,500 in a country of 420,000. Venetiaan
took office in September 1991, succeeding the military government of Lt.Col. Desi Bouterse who
seized power in 1980. Bouterse drafted Suriname's constitution, which allows military intervention
in politics. Alex Wilde, director of the Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA), said: "This
should be seen as a flash of lightning on a very troubled landscape created by international financial
institutions at the urging of the US government. It indicates that the neo-liberal, market- oriented
economic policies being followed by Venezuelans and all other governments of Latin America
today do not provide a solid foundation in themselves to sustain democracy." Wilde said the coup
underlines the need for the US to "examine its basic assumption that free markets naturally produce
free societies." Terry Karl, director of Stanford University's Center for Latin American Studies,
said structural economic adjustments themselves do not produce military coups. However, said
Karl, the current insistence on reducing the government's role in the economy and elimination of
traditional safety nets like subsidies for the poor, removes mechanisms that help shield democracies
from reverting to authoritarian rule. Former Venezuelan president Luis Herrera Campins dismissed
the country's socio-economic problems and the border dispute with Colombia as "pretexts"
for the rebellion. He said the coup attempt "strikes at Venezuela's principal export product the
democratic system." Argentine Foreign Minister Guido Di Tella told reporters he regretted that his
government's proposal to create a "peace force" was rejected by Latin American member- nations
of the Organization of American States (OAS). Such peace force, he said, would "give teeth" to the
organization aimed at enforcing the blockade against Haiti, among other decisions. Feb. 5: A New
York Times editorial attributed the coup attempt to government corruption, a declining standard of
living, and military and public discontent with the government of President Carlos Andres Perez.
According to the Times, "In Latin America, democracy continues to be an endangered species,"
which is safe only when grounded on popular support. The Wall Street Journal said that although
the identity and motives of the perpetrators remained somewhat vague, it is clear that "they
capitalized on the generalized discontent." The Journal cited a recent public opinion poll which
indicated that 81% of Venezuelans have little or no confidence in Perez. Feb. 6: In an interview
with Santiago newspaper La Epoca, Volodia Teitelboin, president of the Chilean Communist Party
(PCCH), said, "What happened in Venezuela had better make us open our eyes, because the reality
is that the military are in their dens waiting for the right moment...Chileans must understand
that the alarm sounding in Venezuela is something that concerns us, given that the transitional
government has not yet been in power two years and Chilean democracy is very unstable and
insecure." In an interview with Caracas newspaper El Globo, Ret.Gen. Alberto Muller Rojas former
state governor, National Defense Council deputy secretary and armed forces comptroller general
said that the military uprising is just another in a series of recent protests by students, teachers,
doctors, public transport workers and other sectors of the population. The beginning of the protest
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movement, he said, was the food riot on Feb. 27, 1989, known as the "Caracazo." Muller Rojas said
the coup attempt was "directed against a government that has committed serious sins, and not
against democracy." Most soldiers earn the minimum wage, or the equivalent of about US$100
per month. In a radio broadcast, Perez said his administration's economic adjustment program,
implemented three years ago, would not be "derailed" by the failed coup attempt. Government
sources have reported that only 57% of Venezuelans are able to afford more than one meal per
day. Next, average annual per capita income has dropped from US$3,400 five years ago to US$2,400
today. Feb. 7: Carlos Blanco, president of the State Reform Commission (COPRE), expressed concern
about Venezuelans' indifference toward the coup. He attributed the apathy to a general frustration
with government. Blanco compared the current passivity of citizens with the massive uprising
which accompanied the overthrow of Gen. Marcos Perez Jimenez in 1958. Feb. 11: International
Monetary Fund (IMF) director Michel Camdessus rejected any connection between the IMF's
economic policies and the failed coup. He said, "I don't see the invisible hand of the IMF in the
attempted coup in Venezuela. The solution to these social problems involves sacrifices by all."
According to Camdessus, the IMF "does not impose its will on governments, but rather makes
general recommendations intended to rationalize the use of foreign loans." (Sources: Inter Press
Service, 02/04/92; Washington Post, 02/05/92; Notimex, 02/05/92, 02/06/92; Associated Press, 02/06/92,
02/08/92; Agence France-Presse, 02/06/92, 02/08/92, 02/10/92; Spanish news service EFE, 02/04/92,
02/06/92, 02/07/92, 02/10/92, 02/11/92)
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